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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


To: — The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
1947. 

I am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  health  of  the  community 
during  1947  has  been  satisfactory.  There  has  been  little  change  in 
the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  year,  the  number  of  births  noti- 
fied being  more  than  double  the  number  of  deaths.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  has  dropped  materially,  always  a very  satisfactory 
feature. 

Infectious  diseases  occurring  were  of  the  usual  nature  with  the 
exception  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  19  cases  of  this  disease  being  noti- 
fied, two  of  which  proved  fatal.  Measles  and  chicken  pox  were 
prevalent  but  no  fatal  cases  occurred. 

As  will  be  seen  by  a perusal  of  the  Report  the  housing  prob- 
lem has  been  tackled  successfully  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying 
to  note  that  houses  are  being  provided  for  the  younger  married 
people. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  has  also  featured  largely  and  verj^ 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
emptying  of  cesspools. 

Public  Health  matters  are  therefore  in  a very  satisfactory 
position  as  far  as  the  present  unsettled  conditions  will  allow,  and  the 
Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  way  they  have  approached 
the  many  problems  arising  in  the  administration  of  the  health  of 
the  community. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appre- 
ciation to  all  my  fellow  officials  for  their  continued  help  and  co- 
operation during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) 84.398 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the 

Rate  Book 5.484 

Rateable  Value £51,118 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £213 

Population  20,480 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  social  conditions  of  the  District 
during  the  year. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births.  Legitimate  ... 

Total. 
...  389 

Male. 

193 

Female 

196 

Illegitimate  . . . 

...  19 

13 

6 

Stillbirths,  Legitimate  ... 

8 

4 

4 

Illegitimate  . . . 

I 

Nil 

I 

Deaths  

. . . 202 

106 

96 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

19.92 

9.86 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  during 
1947,  the  following  were  in  respect  of  children  under  one  year  of 


age: 


Legitimate  Males  : ii  Females  : 

6 

Total  : 

17 

Illegitimate  Males  : Nil  Females  : 

Nil 

Total  : 

: Nil 

II 

6 

17 

The  Infantile  Mortalit}^  Rate  per  1,000 
was  therefore  41.67. 

registered  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

I 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Nil 

Deaths  from.  Cancer  (all  ages)  

36 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Nil 

Other  

Nil 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE;  per 

1,000 

(live 

and  still)  births  

Nil 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  arrangements  operated  by  the  District  Nursing  Association 
and  the  Holland  County  Council  continued  to  function  during  the 
year. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE  SERVICES. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Holland  County  Coun- 
cil. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Treatment  Centres  and  clinics  in  respect  of  Venereal  Diseases, 
Tuberculosis,  dental  and  orthop£edic  cases  continue  to  be  provided 
by  the  Holland  County  Council. 

The  Cleansing  Station  continues  to  function  at  the  Health 
Centre,  and  details  of  cases  of  scabies  dealt  with  will  be  found  in 
Section  F. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

This  is  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council,  and  during 
the  year  the  following  specimens  were  examined  on  behalf  of  this 
Authority  : — 

Throat  swabs 26 

Faeces  i 

Well  Water  ‘ i 

SUPPLY  OF  INSULIN  TO  DIABETICS. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  and  circular  2734  (1943)  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Coun- 
cil continued  to  supply  Insulin  free  of  charge  to  poor  persons  in 
the  Rural  District  suffering  from  Diabetes.  Cases  are  dealt  with 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  private  doctor,  who  refers  them  to  the 
Public  Health  Department.  During  1947,  one  case  has  been  pro- 
vided with  a regular  supply  of  Insulin. 
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SECTION  C, 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Length  of  water  mains  laid  during  year  ...  5-300  yards 

Total  length  of  mains  in  use  during  year  ...  353  Miles 

Consumption  of  water  for  1947  135,662,000  galls. 

Average  per  day 371,676.7  galls 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  on  Main 

No.  of  Population  served  

No.  direct  to  houses  

No.  by  means  of  stand  pipes 

SAMPLES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Sixteen  samples  were  taken  from  the  Public  Supply  in  different 
parishes  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year  for  analysis.  The  result 
in  every  case  proved  the  water  to  be  satisfactory.  The  samples 
taken  were  as  follows:  — 

Full  bacteriological  5 

Modified  bacteriological  10 

Chemical  i 

WATER  (other  than  Main  Supply). 

No.  of  samples  taken  from  Wells  or  Rainwater  Cisterns  3 

No.  found  upon  analysis  to  be  unfit  3 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  to  connect  to  Public 
Water  Supply i 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING  AND  SANITATION,  ETC. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  1947  other  than  by 

Local  Authority  48 

No.  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  20 


4-338 

17-582 

4-328 

10 
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No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  unfit  for  human 

occupation  20 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
signed  to  render  the  premises  fit  for  habitation  ...  3 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
signed  that  the  premises  would  not  be  re-let  but 
would  be  used  for  agricultural  store  purposes  ...  5 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  upon  which  a 

Demolition  Order  was  made  ii 

No.  of  houses  where  an  undertaking  was  cancelled 
after  the  Owner  had  carried  out  repairs  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Council  i 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  survey  of  the  houses  in  the  District  below  a rateable  value 
of  £17  was  continued  during  the  year.  115  houses  were  surveyed 
and  categorised  as  follows  : — 


Category  i. — Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects  ...  2 

Category  2. — Houses  having  minor  defects  only  ...  65 

Category  3. — Houses  requiring  major  repairs,  re- 
conditioning   43 

Category  5. — Houses  unfit  5 


Total  houses  surveyed  115 


No  house  has  been  placed  in  Category  4 owing  to  the  inoper- 
ation of  grants  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  but  this 
can  be  done  at  a later  date  if  such  legislation  be  forthcoming. 

During  the  survey  a small  number  of  overcrowded  cases  were 
found. 


THE  DEFENCE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1939. 

Three  licences  were  issued  enabling  the  owners  of  3 houses 
(which  in  each  case  has  a Demolition  Order  in  force)  to  temporarily 
use  the  premises  for  occupation  of  persons  engaged  on  agricultural 
work. 


BUILDING  LICENCES. 

During  the  year  repairs  to  houses  have  again  been  considerably 
handicapped  by  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials. 
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However,  349  premises  were  visited  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  the  work  applied  for  under  the  control  of  Civil 
Building — Defence  Regulations  56A,  was  essential  or  otherwise. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

I.  House  Scavenging  and  Pail  Emptying.  During  the  year, 
the  collection  of  household  refuse  and  pail  contents  has  been  satis- 
factorily carried  out  in  the  Parishes  of  Fishtoft,  Kirton  and  Wyber- 
ton.  The  urbanised  parts  of  these  3 Parishes  have  been  scavenged, 
incorporating. 


Parish 

No.  of  houses  in  area. 

No.  of  pails 

Fishtoft 

457 

54 

Kirton 

396 

192 

Wyberton  ... 

383 

156 

This  service  includes  the  collection  of  the  contents  of  sanitary 
pails  each  week,  and  household  refuse  at  periods  of  10  day  intervals. 

The  Council  decided  to  extend  the  house  scavenging  and  pail 
emptying  schemes  to  include  the  urbanised  parts  of  the  whole  Dis- 
trict and  4 new  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicles  have  been  ordered.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  made  for  extension  of  the  Scheme  as  soon  as 
the  vehicles  are  delivered  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  be  during  the 
middle  part  of  1948. 

2.  Cesspool  Emptying.  This  scheme  has  been  a great  asset  to 
the  householders  within  the  District  and  during  the  year  682  cess- 
pools have  been  emptied.  577  loads  have  been  disposed  of  (461,600 
gallons  approximately). 

The  work  has  been  executed  free  upon  request,  and  a more 
frequent  emptying  than  once  yearly  has  been  charged  at  the  rate  of 
30/-  per  emptying,  resulting  in  155  houses  being  visited  on  a 
chargeable  basis. 

In  view  of  this  service  becoming  more  widely  known  it  has 
been  impossible  to  give  a prompt  emptying  to  many  of  the  applica- 
tions, and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  36  cesspools  still  re- 
quiring attention.  The  Council,  therefore,  have  placed  an  order 
for  an  additional  Cesspool  Emptying  Vehicle. 
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Disposal  of  the  effluent  has  been  a difficult  matter.  During  the 
dry  periods  many  farmers  in  the  district  have  allowed  it  to  be  de- 
posited on  land  prior  to  it  being  cultivated.  During  the  periods 
when  the  vehicle  could  not  be  driven  over  the  arable  _ land,  the 
contents  were  disposed  of  in  the  Boston  Borough  Sewer.  This  lat- 
ter means  of  disposal  has  prevented  undue  nuisance  being  caused 
during  the  wet  weather  periods. 


SALVAGE. 

The  collection  of  salvage  in  conjunction  with  the  Refuse  Col- 
lection Scheme  has  proved  successful,  and  a financial  asset  to  the 
Council  apart  from  contributing  to  the  National  Salvage  Campaign. 

Leaflets  were  distributed  to  every  house  included  in  the 
Scavenging  Scheme  asking  for  paper  to  'be  placed  in  sacks  at  the 
side  of  Refuse  Bins  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  people  have 
responded  exceptionally  well. 

During  the  year,  59^  tons  of  paper,  textiles,  and  bones  were 
collected  and  sold,  realising  for  the  Council  £37g  iis.  od. 

After  wages  and  general  expenses  had  been  deducted,  I am 
pleased  to  state  that  there  was  no  demand  on  the  General  Rate  for 
the  collection  of  salvaged  materials. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Inspections. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2.  3.  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

52 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  * Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

61 

73 

3 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- workers'  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

113 

87 

3 

Nil 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  Number  of 
found  cases  in 


Particulars 

Found 

i 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  1 By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowdinji  (S  2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S  4) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

ih)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

3 

3 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

HOME  WORK. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  outwork  is  undertaken  in  the 
district. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Number  licensed  34 

Inspections  71 

Nuisances  found  to  exist 3 

Nuisances  abated  3 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ORDER  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER  1943. 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out 1453 

Total  number  of  rat  infested  areas  cleared 104 

Major  infestations  dealt  with  by  R.D.C Nil 

Infestations  dealt  with  by  occupier  53 

Number  of  dwellings  cleared  free  12 


INSECT  INFESTATION. 

Two  cases  of  house  infestation  of  the  grain  tooth  beetle  were 
dealt  with,  and  in  one  case  it  was  completely  eradicated  and  in  the 
other  greatly  minimised  and  action  is  still  being  taken. 
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DRAINAGE. 


No.  of  new  drains  examined  

273 

No.  of  visits  for  that  purpose  

461 

No.  of  tests  (smoke) 

Nil 

No.  of  tests  to  old  houses  (smoke) 

Nil 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE  OF 
CALCIUM. 

Register  of  Petroleum  Licences  (December  1947). 


500  Gallons 
or  less 

Over  500  Gallons 
but  not  more 
than  1,000  Galls. 

Over  1.000  Galls. 

Total 

licences  issued 

To  retail 

To  retail 

To  retail 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

13 

84 

8 

10 

5 

2 

122 

Register  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  Licences  (December  1947). 


; 1 

Under  8J  cwts.  j 8f  cwts.  , 

Over  8|  Cwts.  j 

Total 

licences  issued 

1 

To  retail  i To  retail 

Yes  No  j Yes  No 

3 1 - 5 

To  retail  | 

Yes  No  i 

1 ^ 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936  and  1938. 

A licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  in  re- 
lation to  milk  treated  by  the  pasteurising  process  was  granted  by  the 
Council  during  the  year. 

The  following  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  during  the 
year  : — 

Two  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation  “Pas- 
teurised.” 
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Twenty-two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  in  20  cases  the  result  proved  satisfactory.  The  two  cases 
which  failed  to  pass  the  test  were  subjected  to  further  investigation 
and  improvements  were  effected. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register 124 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors:  — 

Premises  in  District  9 

Premises  outside  District 7 

— 16 

Eighteen  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken,  either  at  the  place  of 
production  or  during  the  course  of  delivery.  The  following  bac- 
teriological results  were  obtained  ; — 

5 samples  of  very  good  keeping  quality. 

2 samples  of  good  keeping  quality. 

2 samples  of  fair  keeping  quality. 

9 samples  of  poor  keeping  quality. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Food  condemned  during  the  year  included  the  following:  — 


Meat  

...  209  lbs. 

Flour  

...  150  lbs. 

Biscuits  

ii|  lbs. 

Rice  

50  lbs. 

Tins  of  meat  

9 

Tins  of  fish  

. ...  13 

Tins  of  fruit’  

20 

Tins  of  vegetables  

. ...  9 

Tins  of  golden  syrup 

10 

Tins  of  honey  

. ...  3 

Tins  of  tomatoes  

II 

REGISTRATION  OF  PRESERVED  FOOD  PREMISES. 

No.  of  premises  on  register  for  the  preparation  of  pre- 

served  foods  

30 

No.  of  premises  on  register  for  the  manufacture  or  sale 

of  Ice-cream  

9 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Action  taken  in  connection  with  Food  Poisoning  ...  6 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

In  January.  1947 

In  December,  1947 

Licensed  j 3 

3 

II 


SLAUGHTERMEN. 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  Register,  Decem- 


ber, 1947  55 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Licensed  Premises  (Knackers  Yard)  2 

BAKEHOUSES. 

No.  on  Register 21 

No.  of  Inspections  18 

Contraventions  of  Regulations  2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Visits  and  Disinfections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  89 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
All  the  figures  included  refer  to  civilians  only,  and  are  corrected 
figures  : — 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1947. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Confirmed 

Cases. 

Cases 
admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

19 

19 

19 

2 

Chickenpox  

67 

67 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria  

2 

0 

1 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  

12 

12 

0 

Nil 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia  

19 

19 

0 

1 

Ervsipelas  

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

171 

171 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

81 

81 

Nil 

Scabies  

112 

112 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

28 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

12 


With  the  exception  of  the  following  three  diseases,  the  incidence 
of  notifiable  diseases  is  approximately  comparable  with  the  previous 


year  : — 

1946  1947 

Measles  10  171 

Whooping  cough  16  84 

Chicken  pox  195  67 


The  high  incidence  of  measles  was  due  mainly  to  an  epidemic 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the  control 
of  the  Holland  County  Council  and  all  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  Holland  Sanatorium,  London  Road,  Boston. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and 
deaths  occurring  during  the  year  : — 


Age  Groups 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratorv 

Respiratory 

Non-  Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

1 — 5 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15 

— 

— 

— 2 

— 

— 

— 



15—25 

4 

3 

— 1 

3 

_ 

— 

— 

25—35 

4 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35-  45 

1 

— 



— 

1 

— 



45 — 55 

— 

— 

1 

— 



55 — 65 

— 

1 

— 



— 



Over  65 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total  

0 

1 - 

— i 3 

6 

2 

— 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES. 

The  Cleansing  and  Treatment  Centre  has  continued  to  be  of 
immense  value  in  dealing  with  cases  of  this  disease.  Very  gratifying 
results  have  been  obtained  chiefly  because  immediately  upon  receipt 
of  a notification,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  treat  every  member 
of  the  household  concerned. 
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Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ...  112 
Treatment  carried  out  at  the  Cleansing  Centre  : — 

Children  of  School  age  45 

All  persons  not  of  School  age  6g 

Total  1 14 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  1947,  296  children  in  the  Rural  District  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  Holland  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  School  Medical  Services. 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  : — 

Of  1,776  children  in  the  District  of  this  age  group,  1,015 
(i.e.,  57.1%)  have  been  immunised. 

Children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  : — 

Of  3,143  children  in  the  District  of  this  age  group,  2,849 
(i.e.,  90.6%)  have  been  immunised. 

Totals,  all  children  under  15  years  of  age  : — 

3,864  children  out  of  a total  of  4,919  under  the  age  of  15 
years  (i.e.  78.6%)  have  received  the  benefit  of  this  service  in 
the  Rural  District. 
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